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INDO-US SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (IUSSTF) 10th GOVERNING BODY MEETING

The annual meeting of the joint Governing Body (GB) of IUSSTF was held at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur on December 8, 2008 under the co-chairmanship of Dr. T. Ramasami and Dr. Norman Neureiter. A series of invited presentations on “prospective Indo-US S & T initiatives” was organized prior to the Board meeting on 8 December 2008. The session showcased the varied and expanding S&T collaborative relationship between India and the United States, some of which were catalysed and seeded by IUSSTF and some other potential areas of cooperation involving students, innovators, academia and industry. The co-Chairs also launched the Research Internship in Science and Technology (RISE) program embarked in partnership between IUSSTF and the Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU).
Executive Director, IUSSTF highlighted the new programs successfully launched during the year, most of which were in partnership with government agencies, industry, professional societies and academia. Some of these include the Indo-US Centres for Research Excellence; Indo-US Research Fellowship; DST-Lockheed Martin Innovation Growth program; Student and faculty visitation programs, namely, Research Internship in Science and Technology (RISE) with ORAU and Khorana Program with the University of Wisconsin, Madison; IBM-IUSSTF Visiting Fellowships in nanotechnology and the Translational Health Science and Technology initiative with DBT, etc. 
Governing Body in its business meeting expressed its appreciation and unanimous support to the role being played by IUSSTF in effectively forging a variety of Indo-American S&T partnership in a wide spectrum of areas.  The ability of IUSSTF to respond to the needs of the scientific community by anchoring substantive partnerships through a variety of new programs within the shortest possible time frame was commended by the GB. 

The GB encouraged IUSSTF to embark on new initiatives of mutual interest by a judicious utilization of its resources and developing joint programs through leveraging extramural support and cost sharing strategies with federal agencies and industries in both the countries. In particular, the GB felt that IUSSTF should encourage interdisciplinary programs that can addresses emerging issues and challenges, thereby fostering larger global good through US-India cooperation. As a part of its branding exercise the GB also approved a new and contemporary logo for IUSSTF.  
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