Governing Board of IUSSTF meets at National Institutes of Health
The 11th annual meeting of the joint Governing Board of IUSSTF was held at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, USA on December 8, 2009 under the co-chairmanship of Dr. Norman Neureiter (Advisor, AAAS) and Dr. T. Ramasami (Secretary, DST). Dr. John Holdren, Assistant to the President for Science and Technology and Director, US Office of Science and Technology Policy who was the invited guest speaker in the Board meeting gave an overview on the science and technology priorities of the Obama administration, including its global dimensions.  As a part of the Board meeting, a series of invited presentations on ‘Forging science and technology partnerships between the United States and India’ was also organized on 7 December 2009 at the Natcher Auditorium, NIH. The day-long event attended by over 300 participants showcased the varied and expanding S&T collaborative relationship and the potential for future co-operation between the United States and India. 

In attendance were several stellar speakers whose presentations reflected the perspectives and opportunities of bilateral S&T engagements. Ambassador Meera Shankar (Indian Ambassador to the United States) in her welcome address highlighted the five pillars of Indo-US collaboration that emerged from the summit meeting between President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. Aneesh Chopra, Assistant to the President, Chief Technology Officer & Associate Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy, spoke on the President’s initiative on innovation for America and expanding opportunities. Michael Owen from the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, U.S. Department of State, talked about the longstanding US-India relationship. Dr. Francis S. Collins, Director, NIH delivered a special address on US health priorities and the global health initiatives of NIH. Dr. Arden L. Bement Jr., Director, NSF, in his address showcased the progress of science in the United States and Dr. T. Ramasami, shared his vision about Indian science & technology in the decade of innovations. 

Perspectives of various US federal agencies were provided by Dr. Stephen Koonin, Under Secretary for Science, U.S. Department of Energy; Dr. Patrick Gallagher, Director, National Institute of Standards and Technology; and Dr. James Turner, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Three thematic sessions on “Research & Development Perspectives from Industry” was covered by Dr. Ray Johnson, Sr. V.P. & CTO, Lockheed Martin Corp. and R. Seshasayee, M.D. Ashok Leyland; “Building Scientific Capacity in the United States and India” by Profs. Venkatesh Narayanmurti, Director, Belfer Centre of Harvard University and Sanjay Dhande, Director, IIT-Kanpur; and “Translational Health Science & Technolog: building new institutions in partnership” was illustrated by Prof. Martha Gray, MIT and Dr. Maharaj K. Bhan, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, Government of India.
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