INDO-US SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (IUSSTF) 9th GOVERNING BODY MEETING
The annual joint Governing Body (GB) meeting of the Indo-US Science & Technology Forum was held at University of California, Berkeley, on December 11-12, 2007. The meeting was co-chaired by Dr. Norman Neureiter, Director, Center for Science, Technology and Security Policy at the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and Dr. T. Ramasami, Secretary, Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. 

On the eve of the GB meeting, a series of invited presentations on ‘Forging partnership between India and United States’ was organized at UC-Berkeley campus on Tuesday, December 11. The session showcased the dynamic and expanding S&T collaborative relationship between India and the United States, some of which were catalysed and seeded by IUSSTF over the last one year and some other potential areas of cooperation involving student innovators, academia and industry. The selected presentation by IUSSTF supported PI’s were made on Stanford-India Biodesign Program; Instrumented Aircraft-borne Tropical Cyclone Prediction; The Geosciences Network (I-GEON) Centre; Joint Center on Advanced and Futuristic Manufacturing. Other potential areas of collaboration highlighted were the Big Ideas @ Berkeley initiative - model for student led initiative; ASEE initiative on Indo-US Collaboration for Engineering Education (IUCEE); UC-India TB Initiative; NanoCity: Berkeley - India collaboration for the 21st Century and the envisioned India Centers of Research Excellence (ICORE) being piloted by Pan-IIT.
These illustrative presentations were followed by a vibrant panel discussion, the tone for which was set by Robert Dynes, President, University of California who outlined some global challenges which the University of California can best address working in partnership with Indian scientific institutions on a research, development and delivery mode.  Shankar Sastry, Dean of the College of Engineering, UC-Berkeley moderated the panel discussion with the IUSSTF governing board members, which included, T. Ramasami, Secretary, Indian Department of Science and Technology; Samir Brahmachari, Director General, Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial Research; Sanjay Dhande, Director, Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur; Norman Neureiter, Director, Center for Science, Technology and Security Policy at the American Association for the Advancement of Science; Michael Clegg, Foreign Secretary, U.S. National Academy of Science; Gretchen Kalonji, Office of the President, University of California; and Suhas Patil, Chairman, Digite, Inc. California. 

Governing Body in its business meeting held on 12 December 2007 expressed its appreciation and support to the role being played by IUSSTF in forging a variety of Indo-American partnerships in wide area of science, technology and engineering that are of mutual benefit. In particular, the GB expressed its satisfaction to the external evaluation of IUSSTF conducted by the National Institute of Science, Technology & Development Studies (NISTADS), a constituent laboratory of the Council for Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi. The GB unanimously lauded the efforts made by IUSSTF which has been able to respond to the needs of the scientific community by anchoring substantive partnerships across various disciplines and institutions within the shortest possible time. 

Arabinda Mitra, Executive Director of IUSSTF, highlighted the portfolio of new programs launched by IUSSTF during the year, all of which were in close partnership with government agencies, industry, professional societies and academia. These initiatives illustrated the successful mechanism adopted by IUSSTF in its ability to leverage intellectual, capital and scientific resources available in both the countries, to build upon programs of mutual benefit and interest. Some of these include, the Indo-US Centres of Research Excellence; Indo-US Research Fellowship; DST-Intel Technology Entrepreneurship Program; Stanford-India Biodesign (SIB) Fellowship; MIT-IUSSTF Internship program; American Physical Society (APS) -IUSSTF Visiting Professorship & Student Visitation; American Society for Microbiology (ASM) -IUSSTF Professorships; HP Innovate 2008; and Agilent Technologies Clean Air Challenge Program.
The Board felt that the potential for effective programming well exceeded the financial capability of IUSSTF’s present endowment earnings. It encouraged IUSSTF to embark on new bilateral initiatives of mutual interest by a judicious utilization of its funding resource and developing specific program through extramural support and by adopting cost sharing strategies. 

In terms of new programs, the GB endorsed IUSSTF to partner with the American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) for the envisaged Indo-US Engineering Education Program which has a focus on enhancing the quality of engineering education through faculty and student interactions. The GB also felt that there was a strong potential for IUSSTF to develop US universities connect programs, many of whom are looking for active partnership with India. Besides helping in capacity building, such programs would have potential for larger outreach of IUSSTF in US academia and could also help to generate extramural resources. The GB endorsed IUSSTF effort to develop and build innovative programs with industry, especially in the knowledge driven sector, and particularly those which can strengthen academia-industry linkages. 
**************

The Indo-US Science & Technology Forum was created in 2000 by formal agreement of the governments of the United States and India as an autonomous body established to enhance collaborations between the two countries in science, technology and biomedical research. The IUSSTF operates on interest from an endowment created by the U.S government and matching grant from the Government of India. The IUSSTF is headquartered in New Delhi with a representative office in Washington, D.C. For additional information please see http://www.indousstf.org 

For more information contact: 
Smriti Trikha: 91-11-42691700, strikha@indousstf.org 
Michael Cheetham :mcheetham@si.edu
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